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We acknowledge the past and present traditional owners of  the lands in 
which we undertake our work, and hope our work 
contributes to the spirit of  reconciliation.
Finding
Carpentaria.
Shannon Satherley & Michael Marriott
And so...
Invited – and inspired – by Rikki Gunn of  GhostNets Australia,  in September 
2008 sixteen Queensland University of  Technology (QUT) design and engineering 
students and four staff  set off  on a 2488km journey to spend a fortnight in 
Karumba on the Gulf  of  Carpentaria. We went to undertake a strategic planning 
project we called Linking Karumba, to encourage social, economic, environmental 
and cultural linkages across the town.
During this visit, we and our local project partners 
realised there should be a second half  to the 
project, in the other Carpentaria Shire town 
of  Normanton, which saw another group of  
us travelling north again in 2010 to undertake 
Get EnGulfed: Normanton2020, looking back and 
forwards to propose strategies to strengthen local 
and regional identities.
Undertaking a student design project in a place 
remote from and distinctively different to one’s 
familiar territory presents particular kinds 
of  education challenges: notably to translate 
university-based skills  into an entirely new context, 
facilitating a project students will learn from and a 
community will value. Such projects ideally operate 
somewhere between consultancy and community-driven design: the first priority 
being the effects of  the project process for students, community and staff, and 
secondarily the design outcomes (Hou 2007; Dawes & Satherley 2008). Accordingly, 
such projects aim to help students gain “a deep understanding of  social issues related to 
a specific locale within the context of  expanding their understanding of  social responsibility and 
ethical practice” (Corkery, Roche, Watson and Zehner 2007).
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Almost all of  the sketches, poems and notes in this book are the results of  these 
exercises, and this book celebrates the diversity of  talent and insight they embody.
Girot recognises landscapes as inherently complex, temporal, physical and 
ephemeral. His concepts of  “landing, grounding, finding, and founding” articulate a 
process by which to access the complexities of  an unfamiliar place, combining 
“direct physical experience and intuition with local research” (1999).
The educational aims of  the Carpentaria Project thus included developing:
• an understanding of  a place and culture different from that in which we live, and 
extending our design reflexes in these circumstances;
• sensitivity to a specific physical, social, economic, ecological and cultural context and the 
role of  local identity in an increasingly global operating environment;
• appropriate communication skills for a specific socio-cultural context.
These aims understand the role of  the design project as being “to respect local 
distinctiveness and character of  culture and environment ... building on and working with existing 
contexts and meanings and cultures” (Cumberlidge & Musgrave 2007). An insider “belongs” 
to a place, and identifies with it, while an outsider perceives a place, responding to 
the “differences” and “sameness” with other places they have experienced (Relph 1976).
The Carpentaria Project teaching strategy was somewhat analogous to the 
“immersion” method in bilingual education. Our students needed to find the place 
that is Carpentaria, moving some way along a continuum from being complete 
outsiders toward some degree of  insideness, and discover a design language through 
which to understand and speak back to this place.  
An overarching framework of  structured reflective exercises was designed to 
guide students’ “transformative” learning in these projects (Brockbank & McGill 1998), 
adapting Girot’s Four Trace Concepts to assist outsiders to “acquire the understanding of  
a place that will enable them to act wisely and knowledgeably” (1999).
The responsiveness of  our students’ work to the character of  Carpentarian culture 
and environment indicate remarkable levels of  immersion, and the community 
expressed their enjoyment of  the process and outcomes. As for us - QUT staff  
and students - we had a marvellous time doing these projects, and this little book is 
the story of   our finding of  the landscapes and communities of  Carpentaria “where 
the outback meets the sea”, and of  the project work we did together with locals in the 
two towns.
We go to press as news arrives of  the official opening of  the Karumba Walking 
track, linking the two parts of  the town. We can’t wait to return and make the walk.
Shannon Satherley, 2013
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Oct 2007 - 
Aug 2008
18th Aug
Negotiate project brief  & 
finance with QUT & partners
First Brisbane meetings: 
introduction to project & place
Create working groups & pre-travel research plan: start 
site appraisal
draw our pre-landing perceptions of  place
Jan 2009 - 
Jul 2010
2nd Aug Our “preconceived idea of  a place ...” 
(Girot, 1999, 61). Pre-landing 1
28th - 
29th Sept
Fly Brisbane to Cairns
Drive Cairns to Karumba/Normanton
draw our landing reactions
Meet partners & community
19th - 
20th Sept
“... the moment when a designer reacts to the difference 
between his or her preconceived idea of  a place and the  
reality that appears during the first steps of  a visit” 
(Girot 1999, 61). 
Landing 15
30th Sept 
- 9th Oct
Site appraisal synthesis & brief  development
Studio-based iterative design development
Community engagement events
Structured & unstructured reflective practice
21st - 
30th Sept ... exploring the “successive layers, both visible and 
invisible” of  the new place (Girot 1999, 63). Grounding 25
30th Sept 
- 9th Oct
Extra-curricular explorations of  place, including 
socialising & fun!
21st - 
30th Sept ... the “ingredient that conveys a distinct quality to a  
place” (Girot 1999, 63). Finding 49
9th Oct
10th - 
11th Oct
Nov
June, 2009
Final exhibitions and presentations
Responses to the work.
Saying goodbye, driving to Cairns, flying to Brisbane
Reviewing and reworking the work
Set of  finished work sent back to community.
Exhibition in Karumba
30th Sept
1st - 2nd 
Oct
Nov
“bringing something new to a place, something that may 
change and redirect a particular site” 
(Girot 1999, 64). Founding 69
Linking karumba 
2008
get enguLfed normanton 
2010
ContentsprojeCt timelines
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Pre Landing
Our “preconceived idea of  a place and the reality that appears during the 
first steps of  a visit” (Girot 1999 61).
In which we:
• Negotiate a project brief  and finance with QUT and 
partners;
• Have our first Brisbane meetings to meet our 
‘collaborators’;
• Create working groups and conduct pre-travel research; 
and
• Reflective exercise: draw our pre-landing perceptions of  
place.
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Pre-landing
ProjeCt Briefs
A strategic landscape plan:
• outlines a broad framework to guide or act as a catalyst for the design and 
management of  a landscape at almost any scale;
• proposes resilient systems and processes (broad, not detailed) responsive 
to the relevant needs of  local and contextual: economics, aesthetics; 
finances; ecological systems; social equality; flora and fauna; human 
culture; human and non-human heritage; politics; ownership; cosmology; 
instrumentality; and
• proposes a broad timeline for implementation.
Needing each phase of  the Carpentaria Project to fit within the bounds of  one 
university semester, and only one site visit apiece, we needed to be well prepared. 
We undertook long-distance site appraisal, gathering as much research and mapping 
as possible, and developing project briefs with our partner organisations. 
We knew that when we were on site, our resources would be the place itself  and 
local knowledge, but we would have virtually no access to the Internet or other 
sources of  data.
Traditional 
country of  the 
Gkuthaarn, 
Kukatj and 
Kurtijaar People
Area: 
approximately 
65,000 km²
Primary 
economic base: 
beef  cattle, 
fishing, mining, 
tourism
Population: 
approximately 
2,053
Carpentaria Shire
‘Linking Karumba’ 
(2008)
‘Get En-Gulfed, 
Normanton 2020’ 
(2010)
Project 
Partners
Projects
Carpentaria 
Shire CouncilKarumba 
Progress 
Association
Bynoe 
Community 
Advancement 
Cooperative 
Society Ltd.
Gulf  Savannah 
Development 
Inc.
QUT, 
Brisbane
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Pre-landing
“Linking Karumba: Creating sustainable 
connections” (2008)
Karumba is situated at the mouth of  the Norman River, with a population of  
approx. 600.  It has two centres: Karumba Point, and Karumba Township. The 
Township is 2.5km upstream of  the Norman River from the Point, a journey only 
achievable by a trip of  8 or 9km by road (accounts differ).
Our project partners recognised the need for a strategic approach to developing 
social, economic, environmental and cultural sustainability in Karumba, and 
the potential of  physically linking specific places in the town as catalysts for the 
development of  such a future. We developed a brief  as follows:
 
Project aims to foster:
• sustainable social linkages
• sustainable local economic development
• ecological sustainability
• cultural sustainability
Primary opportunities for creating linkages:
• Point to Township Interpretive Walk
• Karumba Seawall (630m along the riverfront in the Township)
• Barra Farm (2km upstream from the Township, 11km from the Point)
• the Norman River
4x4x4:
Four groups of  four design (landscape, architectural & industrial) and engineering 
students (environmental & civil) produced four strategic planning and design 
options toward creating these linkages in and around Karumba.
(Source: Google Maps, GPRMPA, WhereIs(R), Sensis Pty Ltd, 2013)
Karumba
The Point
The Township
The Barra Farm
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Aim: to foster sustainable social linkages: encouraged through a common purpose to 
encourage a more unified town identity, and increased social interaction.  Karumba Township 
is the service, administrative, and primary residential centre of  the town. The 
Point is a smaller residential area, primarily comprising tourism infrastructure. The 
8-9km drive or walk between the Point and Township is a considerable distance 
from the Point to post a letter, go to the medical centre or library, and visit the 
recreational facilities.
 
Aim: to foster sustainable local economic development: especially through 
enhanced tourism opportunities and connections, and niche industries celebrating Karumba. While 
the town is economically viable, it would benefit from expanded opportunities to develop self-funding 
enterprises.  Karumba receives approx. 25,200 tourists a year, staying 277,552 nights 
(Greiner, et al 2002/03), catching around 330 tonnes of  fish and injecting around 
$11.3M into the local economy. Other tourists make single night stays as they pass 
through the Shire, and an opportunity exists to encourage this group to stay longer 
by providing better access to and understanding of  Karumba’s ecologically unique 
landscapes, local industries, fishing, boating and other available activities.
Aim: to foster ecological sustainability: to protect the sensitive gulf  ecosystems whilst 
providing opportunities for increased awareness of  this subtle environment.  Karumba is part 
of  the Carpentaria Tropical Savanna Ecoregion, sitting on the coastal plains where 
the Norman River drains into the Gulf, surrounded by salt and brackish wetlands. 
The Karumba Plains sub-region comprises: the most extensive marine plains in 
Australia; significant seasonal waterbird habitat and turtle nesting area; 12% of  
regional ecosystems listed as threatened. (Aust Gov 2007).
Aim: to foster cultural sustainability: to enhance and respect the participation of  all 
cultural groups and stakeholders in maintaining and strengthening the cultural character of  
Karumba.  The Gkuthaarn and Kurtijar Peoples each have discontinued Native 
Title claims over the area of  the Karumba Seawall. Karumba was a place where 
deceased Indigenous people were buried, and today few Indigenous people live 
there. Existing structures along the seawall may be European historic relics, 
including infrastructure from WWII, such as an air raid shelter on the riverbank 
(Australian Archaeological Survey Consultants 2002; Parsons Brinckerhoff  2006).
Pre-landing
“Get EnGulfed: Normanton2020” (2010)
Normanton is situated approximately 60km upstream of  the Gulf  on the Norman 
River. With a population of  approximately 1453, it is the administrative centre of  
the Shire and the greater Gulf  Savannah region.
 
Our project partners recognised the need for a strategic approach to developing 
future visions for Normanton’s growth as a socially, culturally, economically and 
ecologically sustainable town in the decade to 2020. We developed a brief  as 
follows:
 
Project aims to foster:
• Enhanced liveability
• A strengthened expression of  town identity
• Expanded sustainable tourism
Primary challenges & opportunities:
• Remoteness
• Two seasons: wet & dry
• Local economy
• Cultural heritage
• Social capital
4x4x4:
Four groups of  four design (landscape, architectural & interior) and engineering 
students (environmental & civil) produced four strategic planning and design 
options toward this future.
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Pre-landing
Aim: to foster enhanced liveability.  To explore future visions increasing culturally 
appropriate facilities and services capitalising on sustainable local economic and human 
capacities.  Normanton is becoming the “hub” of  the Gulf  Savannah region: a 
well-serviced town eager to continue developing its facilities and public spaces. 
However it faces the challenges of  a low rate-payer base, high maintenance costs 
due to remoteness and climate, and limited human resource capacity.
While Normanton is serviced by direct flights to Cairns, there is an increasing 
push from the community for more locally-based services. The town has the social 
infrastructure to attract highly skilled professionals, and the community is keen to 
retain these people by offering them attractive facilities and lifestyle opportunities. 
Current impediments to this include the limited availability of  housing and land to 
rent and the high cost of  building and services in this remote location.
Aim: to foster a strengthened expression of  town identity.  To explore future 
visions consolidating and expressing Normanton’s distinctive town identity.  The following 
factors all influence local and visitor perceptions of  Normanton’s identify and this 
has made it difficult for one clear town identity to be focused on:
• its historical buildings
• its European history as a remote outpost
• the predominance of  the cattle/pastoral industry
• the pervasive identity of  the outback
• a strong culture of  fishing
• the drama of  the wet and dry seasons
Aim: to foster expanded sustainable tourism.  To explore potential expansions of  
Normanton’s tourism opportunities, conveying the distinctive sustainability issues of  gulf  
ecology, society  and culture.  The following resources provide such opportunities:
• Historic Normanton Town Walk
• The Monsoon Centre
• The Mutton Hole Wetlands
(Source: Google Maps, GPRMPA, WhereIs(R), Sensis Pty Ltd, 2013)
Normanton
Mutton Hole 
Wetlands
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QUT Collaborators
Alice
Claudia
Bec N.
Ashley
Michael
Bec S.
Kyle
Monica
Carla
Anna
Debbie Dean
Grant
Lois
Jenna
Bill
Rhys
Belle
Daniel
Jillian
AJ
Tom
Yvonne
Tania
Amos
Josh
Pat Stephen
Haiku
Carla
Dan
Evan
Landscape
Architecture
Civil & 
Environmental
Engineering
Architecture
Industrial
Design
Landscape
Architecture
Civil 
Environmental
 & Construction 
Engineering
Architecture
Interior
Design
Pre-landing
Staff...
Normanton
Karumba
WesKimGlennShannon LesGini
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Pre-landing
‘I can’t seem to get past the coastal edge and river system ... The expansive flat 
landscape stretching out to the salty brown yonder ... I expect the water - fresh, salt 
and estuarine - to dominate and dictate the past and future development ... This is 
a place where water is king’ - Claud.
Normanton
Karumba
Pre-Landing Reflective Exercise: ‘Make two annotated sketches and one diagram to 
illustrate your preconceived idea of  what Karumba/Normanton will be like as a place...’
Claudia
Pat
TaniaStephen
Kyle
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Finding Carpentaria
Landing
“... the moment when a designer reacts to the difference between his or her 
preconceived idea of  a place and the reality that appears during the first 
steps of  a visit” (Girot 1999 61).
In which we:
• Travel north: fly from Brisbane to Cairns;
• drive from Cairns to Karumba/Normanton (we land!);
• draw our landing reactions; and
• meet our project partners and community.
15
We were heading for a landscape which, although part of  Australia, and part 
of  the state of  Queensland where we all resided, most of  us didn’t really know. 
We had seen images of  this landscape, but most had not experienced its actual 
presence.  As we travelled from Cairns across country toward Carpentaria, we 
experienced the transition from coastal rainforest to tropical Savannah plains. We 
were struck by the beauty and unexpected qualities of  the 
tropical Savannah: surprisingly green, deceptively sparse 
looking country of  scattered trees, grassland and 
the ever-present termite mounds; subtle changes of  
colour and forms responsive to geological changes 
across the landscape.
Landing
Travelling North...
Normanton
Karumba
Brisbane
Cairns
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Landing
‘The Norman River is not a physical or perceptual part of  town during the 
“dry.”  The town is fringed by red dust and open woodlands ... roads that are 
gazetted and show up on maps are either dirt tracks or just dead end ends; 
much like a stage-set ... Burns Phillips building is the only part of  town 
from where the river is visible.  Ephemeral creek beds; dry and parched on 
“landing.” ... Old buildings ... large awnings ... verandahs ... Often busy main 
street ... wide avenue ... green median strip ... shade.
Although road trains ‘rumble past’, they are in scale with the wide roads, 
central median strip (quite green in fact) ... a source of  interest for tourists 
and residents alike ... People and cars and road trains share the town centre ... 
‘Divisions by connections’?’ - Tania.
Normanton
Karumba
Claudia in the first stage of  immersion...
Landing Reflective Exercise: “React to the difference between your preconceived idea of  
Normanton and the reality that has appeared during your ‘first steps of  the visit’ (Girot 1999, 
61). Redraw and annotate your 2 sketches and your diagram to show the reality.”
Pat
Claudia
Tania
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Landing
Landing exercise – main themes which emerged when we compared 
everyone’s drawings.
Unexpected:
•	 beauty!
•	 So	GREEN!	much	more	vegetation	than	expecting
•	 flatness:	how	hidden	water	bodies	are	
until	you	are	right	on	them
•	 the	huge	scale	of 	everything
•	 the	large	quantity	of 	bird	life
•	 many	roads	unsealed
•	 very	quiet
•	 some	lovely	architecture
•	 in	Karumba	industry	more	visible	than	expected
•	 Normanton	bigger	scale	than	expected:	very	long	and	broad
•	 Norman	River	not	visible	from	Normanton
Expected:
•	 places	are	defined	by	the	water	systems
•	 social	dominance	of 	fishing
Normanton
Karumba
Pre-landing:
‘Low veg ... Far spread ... No wind
Dry ... Brown ... Hot
Black ... White ... Town.
Landing:
Black ... White ... Town
Wide main street ... windy ... green
tropical ... Normanton.’
- Rhys.
Kyle
Rhys
Stephen
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Landing
... we got together for dinner at a pub to meet some of  our project partners and 
generally consolidate ourselves as a group a new place. Our pre-landing research, 
followed by two days of  driving across the landscape, enabled some group bonding, 
providing us a sense of  security. This was vital in a project which took us — 
students in particular — entirely out of  our comfort zones, and asked the students 
to design responsively for community and place at the highest level. Needless to 
say, they were wonderful, and threw themselves into the strangeness and enjoyment 
of  the project with gusto despite all the challenges.
The fact that we travelled gradually from the rainforested highlands to the tropical 
Savannah Plains and the Gulf  meant our ‘landing’ was a gradual process. Somehow 
the newness of  the Carpentaria landscape required such a gradual kind of  landing.
‘Stress was unavoidable. It can be managed. We thought we as students understood the field trip 
design process, but it’s a completely different kettle of  fish when immersed in it. I for one felt 
completely out of  depth the first few days’ - Claud.
‘Most of  us experienced sensory overload at the astonishing  combination 
of  beauty and harshness in this place, and the profound heat. I thought 
about how we would need to assimilate all of  this input and – due to 
only having a fortnight there – concentrate immediately on developing a 
responsive design project. It was clear the program needed to be flexible: 
we would need to let Carpentaria take us where it took us.’ - Shannon
On our first night in town...
Anna  observed that everyone took a 
few days to adjust to the weather in 
Karumba, to learn to slow down to the 
pace needed to cope with the humidity 
and heat whilst working on a project.
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Finding Carpentaria
Grounding
“Grounding … is like a probe into the successive histories of  a place … 
a process implying successive layers, both visible and invisible. Sometimes 
the most important aspect of  a given site is almost intangible. It is not 
necessarily what remains visible to the eye that matters most, but those 
forces and events that undergird the evolution of  a place” 
(Girot 1999 63).
In which we undertake:
• landscape appraisal and focussing of  briefs;
• formal and informal community engagement;
• studio-based iterative design; and
• structured and unstructured reflective practice.
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Grounding
We identified grounding as the process of  
coming to grips with place and exploring 
the dimensions of  each project brief. We 
approached it as an exploration of  layers 
and systems — how the place works.
We ran this as a remote studio, following in 
part the steps of  site appraisal and iterative 
studio development of  designs as we would 
in on-campus studios. We undertook a fairly 
traditional landscape site appraisal, quickly 
sorting the wheat from the chaff  of  our 
pre-landing research. Students negotiated to 
expand on or stray from our Briefs as they 
bumped up against the realities of  place. 
Normanton
Karumba
Grounding Reflective Exercise: “You have spent approximately 3 ½ days in 
Karumba/Normanton, exploring its ‘successive layers, both visible and invisible’ (Girot 
1999 63). Throughout these days, make at least ten annotated sketches and/or diagrams 
of  what you observe of  Karumba in terms of  form, character, and systems. Then identify 
in one diagram the layers you have discovered that make up the place called Karumba/
Normanton, and how they seem to fit successively (or not) together.”
Claudia
Claudia
Carla P.
Stephen
Bec S.
Amos
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Grounding
Remoteness
The nearest service centre is Cloncurry, 400km 
southwest of  Normanton. The main challenges:
• high cost of  goods & services as everything 
needs to be transported long distances;
• lack of  variety of  goods & services compared 
to larger centres & coastal locations;
• lengthy timeframes to get goods & services;
• high cost of  travel to larger centres; and
• long delays to get repairs done.
‘As the wet season’s rains flow throughout the region the water 
envelops the town.
In the peak of  the wet the town becomes an island’ - Rhys.
‘Beyond the volcanic hills
Normanton
... surrounded by scattered snappy gums
and spinifex hummock grasses.
Creeks draining to the Gulf  cut the land with paperbarks,
river red gums
and Coolabahs.
The landscape is resistant to flood
and fire.
During the dry season the rivers are well defined
in the salt pans.
During the wet season they merge
into one
giant mass of  water’ - AJ.
‘Such long flat expanses of  
arid earth
only punctuated by a river and 
wetland 
A kind of  oasis in the anthill-
littered Savannah.
 Blurring of  boundaries.
Like where
the dirt road
meets
the bitumen.
There is no definite
line of  demarcation.
The red earth
stains the black bitumen
with a gradient of  
red’ - Rhys.
Two seasons: wet & dry
April – September: mild, dry winter with September – December build-up to the wet: 
temperatures reaching above 40ºC; high humidity. 
December – April the wet season: 
water engulfs the region; often isolates Normanton and Karumba for 2-10 weeks; 
temperatures generally mild.
Our main challenges:
• after each wet season Council is responsible for extremely costly restoration of  the 
shire roads to a usable condition;
• the seasons create two very different, extreme environments – infrastructure and 
programs need to be planned to cater for both;
• during the wet only essential items can be brought in by barge or plane; and
• flood heights must be considered in all land-use planning.
Carpentaria Challenges & Opportunities
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Grounding
Karumba linkage opportunity: Point to Township interpretive walk
In 2008 a small part of  a 2.5km Interpretive Walk between the Point and Township 
had been constructed, with the remainder awaiting funding and/or resolution of  
Native Title interests. The new section was damaged during its first wet season. 
One of  our missions was to identify ways of  creating a sustainable walking track 
between the Point and the Township.
Karumba linkage opportunity: the Norman River
Opportunities for passive river-based tourism abounded, with the Barra 
Farm as an ideal starting or partway point. Several existing wharfs and boat 
ramps along the river, and proposed new ones including behind the Barra Farm 
had potential to play a part in the Karumba linkage.
Claud’s response to 
Grounding reflected 
on the difference 
between place 
perception while on 
foot and from inside a 
large vehicle. 
She then speculated 
that local and regional 
social systems seemed 
to operate in similar 
dendritic patterns 
as the water systems 
with which they were 
intertwined.Karumba
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Grounding
 Karumba linkage opportunity: the Seawall
The Seawall is an important element in Karumba’s industrial and natural heritage. 
As part of  an extended Karumba Linkage walk it could provide opportunities 
to showcase the meeting of  environmental conservation with industrial zinc 
processing, fishing and export port activities.
Karumba linkage opportunity: Township to the Barra Farm
The Barra Farm, run by the Gulf  Barramundi Restocking Association, is a working 
fish farm and tourist attraction with the following goals:
• expand existing tourism potential, particularly for recreational fishing;
• provide further training and work experience opportunities in the region;
• develop an international aquaculture research presence;
• relieve pressures on natural ecosystems caused by recreational fishing; and
• promote community understanding and practice of  nature conservation whilst 
supporting economic growth.
Karumba
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Normanton opportunity: Indigenous and European cultural heritage
There are three main Indigenous tribes in Normanton: Gkuthaarn, Kurtijaar and 
Kukatj; and many local Indigenous people have family and connections in nearby 
communities. Historically, these tribes helped sustain a major trading route between 
Cape York tribes and Central Australia, and a smaller trading route between the 
coastal people and inland to the hilly country of  Croydon/Georgetown.
In 1867 the site for Normanton was chosen by William Landsborough, and over 
the next decade the town operated as a port. Europeans established large pastoral 
properties, and initially there was conflict between the tribes and pastoralists over 
land and water, lasting until around the 1930s when Indigenous Australians were 
forced onto cattle station camps on traditional lands and used as cheap labour. 
Whilst conditions were hard, this arrangement kept Indigenous survivors of  the 
conflict era in contact with and on their country.
Normanton’s population swelled after gold was discovered at Croydon (150km 
east), and in 1891 the Normanton-Croydon railway line was opened. However, the 
boom subsided and a new railway to Mt Isa drew the cattle trade south. By 1947 
Normanton’s population was only 234. It has now returned to approximately 1600 
largely due to the prawn fishing and tourist trades.
Grounding
When equal awards and wages were granted to Indigenous Australians after the 
1967 referendum, cattle station camps closed and people were forced into the 
Aboriginal Reserve established on the outskirts of  Normanton. In 1975 the 
Bynoe Community Advancement Cooperative Society Limited was established to 
transition people from the Reserve into housing in Normanton. Today Indigenous 
locals do not practice the more traditional customs of  neighbouring communities, 
but they still maintain a distinct affinity with their tribes and country.
The culture of  Normanton is very much shaped by Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
socialising – something often commented on by visitors. Many residents have inter-
married with people from neighbouring towns and across different races, creating 
close bonds with other families and towns in the region.
Text sources: Carpentaria Shire Mayor - Cr Fred Pascoe, 2010; Carpentaria Shire Council [online] 2013.
Map: Shirreff, Van Keuk, Belnap, Poon, with local guidance 2010.
Normanton
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Normanton Our main design challenges:
Little access to internet or printing!
Normanton’s design potentials:
Friendly community
Untapped human capital (us and them)
Hidden cultural treasures
Unique and spectacular landscape
Opportunity to draw by hand!
‘Mapping physical & invisible 
aspects of  culture & community.
Places, stories, mysteries, 
memories.  Town whispers’ 
- Haiku.
Moving Toward Some ‘Insideness’
Through sitting and talking with a cross-section of  Normanton locals, Amos, Rhys, 
Haiku and AJ developed an overview of  many issues and opportunities relating to town 
identity. They observed that European heritage is recorded in maps such as the Town 
Walk, but there is little recognition or celebration of  pre-colonial history. However, 
the town has a shared whitefella/blackfella identity, and there is an opportunity to 
strengthen and reflect this. Amos identified a rich vein of  local knowledge which people 
enthusiastically located onto maps as the group moved around town chatting with folk. 
They also identified issues to do with boundaries and barriers. For example, the Mutton 
Hole wetlands are not visible to tourists, creating a useful boundary to protect that 
environment. At the same time town identity and the local economy are adversely 
affected by the fact that tourists feel they have little reason to stop and stay in town. The 
group questioned where Normanton’s boundaries are, where they should be, what 
is sacred, what is protected?
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Grounding
Community Engagement
A program of  community and project 
partner engagement  encouraged social 
contact as well as project-focussed 
conversations. The students were 
responsible for planning and facilitating 
three formal community workshop 
sessions, undertaking reflective group 
discussions to develop and improve this 
process, and incorporating community 
feedback in their work-in-progress.
30th Sept: first community 
workshop 
Yvonne provided samosas, which were 
as good as her Barra and chips at Ash’s. 
21st Sept: afternoon tea 
drop-in studio
Carla, Tania and Belle got to know 
Joyce and Edward from the bakery, who 
generously helped out hungry students 
with emergency rations, gratefully received!
‘Joyce warmed to us, and it became evident that she 
has a wealth of  knowledge. When Tania and I 
eventually walked out of  the bakery we had made 
some new friends, and agreed to an invitation for 
coffee with Joyce the next day. Learning from this 
consultation experience, I have further realised the 
importance of  getting out of  my comfort zone.  This community is so rich! History, stories, places 
in this town are like a treasure-hunt — only the locals hold clues. If  you don’t get out there and 
talk amongst the community the hidden secrets will never be told’  - Carla R.
Queensland University of Technology 
Built Environment and Engineering
students  have selected Karumba as the location for their semester two 
field trip and project.  The project will focus on the area between  
Karumba Point and the Barramundi Discovery Centre, and the potential 
for creating linkages between these places - eg through a board walk. 
TUESDAY, 30TH SEPTEMBER, 2008 
4-7pm
KARUMBA CIVIC CENTRE
Initial consultation session with 
all interested parties 
Reside ts are invited to m et with the students to discuss ideas on th   
following dates: 
Saturday, 4th October, 2008 
4-7pm
Karumba Civic Centre 
Students discuss & present their 
work in progress with  
interested persons 
Thursday, 9th October, 2008 
Mini Exhibition of  works in
Progress
4-7pm
Karumba Civic Centre 
Showcasing the work at the  end of 
the two week  period 
DECEMBER 2008 
(dates to be confirmed) 
KARUMBA CIVIC CENTRE
Presentation of final  concept
design to all interested parties 
(note: no students or QUT staff will be present) 
For more information please contact Council’s Manager 
of Community Services, Anne Pleash on 4745 2228 
normanton 2020 :
how do you see your future?
Queensland University of Technology - Schools of Design & Urban Development
Get EnGulfed: Normanton 2020 - Student Project 2010
 QUT student project
 
we’re at the normanton shire hall from 
20 - 30 september - drop in & say hello!
 
join us for afternoon tea
tue 21 sept - 4pm 
tue 28 sept - 2pm
final project presentation
thurs 30 sept - 6pm
‘This session was successful thanks to the initiative of  the students. Seeking people to 
engage proved more beneficial than expecting them to come to us’ - Stephen.
Karumba
Normanton
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Linking Karumba: 30th Sept: first community workshop
‘The students learned a lot about community events 
that are not easy to find out about from a distance. 
The students realised how the links were between 
towns in the region like Karumba/Normanton with 
what seemed to us from the city as faraway places 
such as Croydon, Atherton, Cloncurry etc. Not just 
economic links but social links. Student saw this as 
an opportunity to stimulate economic stability and 
self-sufficiency in Carpentaria’ - Kyle.
‘Yvonne provided me with valuable information that 
the community is somewhat interested and educated in the ecological development of  Karumba. 
She had a very strong view of  the importance of  giving Karumba an environmental image 
through the management, education and implementation of  best practice principles. She also 
believed that a regional approach was required across the Gulf  of  Carpentaria to ensure 
this was successful’ - Monica.
Kyle met a group of  kids in holiday care 
at the Sports Complex ... ‘and when I asked 
if  there was enough to do in Karumba said there 
was: they loved fishing and riding their bikes and 
playing sport in the sport complex. I thought that 
was really interesting because we had all assumed 
that the kids would be bored  here. Maybe we 
don’t need to worry about entertaining the kids 
so much?’ - Kyle.
‘Dawn’s place — A garden of  tropical green 
paradise; smell of  the “wet” pervades despite 
the “dry”. It also provided an insight into the 
type of  community we were dealing with; private, 
timid yet bold, quiet yet vocal on their own terms 
— an interesting and inspiring mix of  colourful 
characters’ - Tania.
Normanton2020: informal community 
engagement
‘For me, being out there and actually engaging with the 
community, on their terms, and listening to their 
stories and issues was far more valuable as a learning 
tool, and introduced us to a whole host of  different people 
we would otherwise not have heard from.’ - Tania.
Normanton
Karumba
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22nd Sept: holiday care kids 
workshop
 ‘Friday. Today our group went 
to the golf  club where the kids were 
hanging out with each other. The kids 
broke into groups and worked with us, 
telling us little town secrets which we can 
work with for the social and cultural 
aspects of  our project.
The kids had funny dynamics, they 
knew how to tell a story. They all fetched 
a little log, threw them on the ground 
and sat on them and began chatting. 
They were happy to share their stories 
and local knowledge, which motivated 
our group to express their knowledge the 
best way possible’ - AJ.
Normanton
Karumba
Bill related well to maps and was often to be seen chatting to someone whilst pointing 
to one:‘people could locate where they were and then show why things should be in particular places 
in relation to the wider context and the linkages that exist’ - Bill.
‘In short, what I learned from this session 
was that this is a very ambitious town with 
lots of  ideas… I also began to learn that 
underpinning all of  this are the harsh 
realities of  this environment. The wet/
dry cycle is very difficult to comprehend I 
think, until one has lived it. It comes up 
in conversation constantly with community 
members: “but that’s different in the wet… 
You can’t get through there in the wet … 
The town is cut off  51 days a year”… 
etc. I would really like to come back and 
experience this first-hand’ - Michael.
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Studio-based Design
In Karumba, students asked for more structure than we were providing for both 
studios and formal community engagement sessions — they felt a bit overwhelmed 
by the newness of  everything. However, over the fortnight we saw them willingly 
taking primary responsibility for the project.
In Normanton, we structured things more, right from pre-landing, which seemed to 
kick off  design development more quickly, and enabled the students to immediately 
seize the initiative to go out and introduce themselves around Normanton. This 
was much easier than in Karumba due to Normanton’s centralised layout.
John Gibbons’ enthusiastic feedback 
about one team’s project, Make the Switch 
gave Grant the confidence that the three 
landscape architects he was working 
with were not just proposing “fanciful, pie 
in the sky” ideas! He then felt confident 
to throw his engineering skills into the 
strategic thinking needed to make Make 
the Switch such a great project. 
28th Sept: Gulf  Savannah 
Development Forum
‘This meeting was well attended by 
various local government State government 
representatives and local and regional 
advisory service representatives, offering an 
insight into the issues priority items on the 
broader regional agenda. It was an effective 
session in understanding the regional context and the players. Their feedback on our Normanton 
project was fantastic and they offered their own personal and professional opinions and constructive 
responses’ - Tania.
Belle really enjoyed the challenge of  
making a presentation to the Gulf  
Savannah Development Forum, and 
was a real hit as a tourism manager 
promoting the region! Dan L, AJ and 
Evan also made excellent presentations.
Normanton
Karumba
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4th Oct: exhibition of  work-in-progress
Michael felt we appeared to 
the community like a bunch of  
vagabonds, and that we surprised 
them by presenting coherent and site 
responsive ideas! This encouraged 
greater engagement with us and our 
project.
Jon and Anne brought a couple of  
their council colleagues with them 
which was great, and our friendly 
paramedic also visited .... 
‘A lot of  great feedback was given in casual 
conversation. The fact that a lot of  the 
projects are difficult to understand from a 
non-design perspective definitely needs to be 
addressed’ - Kyle.
‘The lesson I learnt: you can’t get feedback 
if  you don’t have ideas to offer. Be clear and 
communicate with conviction even if  you’re 
stepping in the dark’ - Claudia.
‘... in working through the ideas generated 
from the first session and our individual/
group designings we are becoming more and 
more grounded in site, place, climate, culture 
etc. So when a community member mentions, 
for example, a particular place and its 
characteristics we were able to respond with 
empathy and understanding’ - Michael.
Karumba
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Finding Carpentaria
F inding
“Finding entails the act and process of  searching as well as the 
outcome, the thing discovered. ... What is found is the je ne sais 
quoi ingredient that conveys a distinct quality to a place”
(Girot 1999, 63).
 
 
In which we undertake:
• Extra-curricular explorations of  place, including the essential 
Carpentaria ingredients of  socialising & fun!
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Finding
Grounding.
‘If  these cracks in the ground could talk
What would they say?
Lay your ear to the ground and listen to the rhythm of  the 
land…’
 
Finding.
‘Stories, connections,
tribal boundaries, secrets,
language, white, black, doesn’t 
matter…
All people, all history, intertwined
along the Norman’ - Carla R.
Finding Reflective Exercise: “You have spent 8½ days in Karumba/Normanton, 
looking, thinking, and ‘finding’. ‘What is found is the … ingredient that conveys a 
distinct quality to a place’ (Girot 1999, 63). Create an illustrated list of  at least 5 
‘ingredients’ you have found that convey to you some distinct qualities of  Karumba/
Normanton.” 
Gulflander to 
Croydon
Little Bynoe
River
Critters
Camp
Delta Downs
Inverleigh
Normanton
The Gulf
(Source: Google Maps, GPRMPA, WhereIs(R), Sensis Pty Ltd, 2013)
Locations of the 
‘Finding’ Experiences
Norman
River
Karumba
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Some ingredients...
‘Karumba, 6th October 2008
I learn caution: after an afternoon nap in the air-conditioning, I flung back my cabin door only to 
scare off  an entire tree full of  orange- tailed black cockatoos just metres from my door. A quieter 
approach may have meant I could watch them for a while’ - Shannon.
An old gentleman, thin as a herring and burnt umber by 
the sun, marches daily along the road in the full glare of  
midday wearing only thongs, his brilliant white shorts, 
and an equally vivid white sea captain’s cap. Behind him 
he pulls his empty cart, balancing on two bicycle wheels. 
He does not seem to look left or right. We wonder who 
he is, but decide to retain the mystery of  not knowing.
‘Normanton, 24th of  September 2010
I snatch opportunities to photograph things I see, as I can’t quite 
describe them in words, and don’t want to take my eyes away from 
all this beauty for long enough to sketch.
After the train ride I went with a few others in Wes’ four-wheel-
drive to look around some of  the town common areas. This includes 
some big salt pans, and I just wanted to walk out and stand in 
the middle. Although it is terribly hot, I can’t get enough of  the 
landscape around here — it is just so very beautiful’  - Shannon.
Even sitting quietly on our verandas at the caravan park early in the morning 
cool, the place is heaving with life: squeakings, all sorts of  electronica and 
shufflings in the leaf  litter.  Things seem damp this morning. The dampness seems 
to have enlivened the creatures: geckos, late toads, birds familiar and unfamiliar. 
Later in the day there will be all sorts of  lizards: overgrown ochre skinks, feisty 
black and white ones.  The strange 
electronic bird seems to live between 
two trees, and a miniature pigeon 
lives right next to it.
‘There’s a real feeling of  serenity here in 
Normanton.
Even though it’s blazing hot, the cool 
breeze creates relief.
You can see the temptation of  sitting at the 
pub drinking a cold beer.’ - Josh
 
Normanton
Karumba
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Karumba
Allison and Glen run the Ferryman 
boat service, including sunset tours 
on the Norman River and into the 
Gulf  off  Karumba. They used to 
run personnel to and from oil rigs. 
They care passionately for the natural 
environment and love taking people 
on bird-watching tours. After both 
our cruises, we repaired to the Sunset 
Tavern for dinner.
Our own Glenn took the Normanton 
mob on croc-spotting tours in his tinny.
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3rd Oct: visiting Delta Downs
We were invited to Delta Downs, an Indigenous owned 
and run cattle station. It was quite a privilege to be 
invited, and we took a folder of  drawings as a gift of  
thanks. Actually, Tracy Pascoe — who is on the station 
Board — asked us to each bring a pre-landing drawing, 
and later a drawing from after we landed. We really loved 
doing them, imagining ourselves into that landscape.
‘Crossing the creek from salt water to fresh
Snake Creek turnoff
Race weekend and dances, iron man and 
woman, crab races,
billy boiling competitions,
Camp
Middleothian — used to be a racecourse
Brahmins at a waterhole with lotuses
Soap trees — one-sided leaves
Poinciana Camp
Garden Creek
Flock of  galahs
Black cockatoo with orange tail
Green Swamp, birds come (geese) to lay eggs
Auntie and Mum come here to dig for turtle 
eggs
Nundah tree — blossoms and fruit — you 
eat it and pigs grab the nuts when they fall.
Bullocky waterhole
Lilly Creek
Outstation where Fred comes from
Not go too close.
Murravale
Smithburn fresh water
at the mouth it is salt.
First time Delta Downs has an 
Indigenous manager,
Paul Edwards,
got married here one week ago.
Irrigation from the Gilbert River’ 
- Shannon.
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Delta Downs: Post-landing impressions...
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24th Sept: Gulflander train ride 
Normanton to Critter’s Camp return
In 1888 the first sleeper was laid for the 
Normanton-Croydon track using steel 
sleepers custom designed by Queensland 
Railways Surveyor George Phillips (our 
student Yvonne’s great-great grandfather). 
Phillips supervised the construction of  
the entire 151km of  railway through to its 
opening in 1891. Originally the steam train 
ran four days a week, and from the early 
twentieth century, made special runs for 
events such as picnic and race days. The last 
steam train ran in 1929. Today the historic 
Gulflander runs to Croydon to deliver the 
mail every Wednesday, and tours like the one 
Normanton Station Master and Gulflander 
Driver, Ken Fairbarin took us on, run twice 
a week. We made a new friend in Ken.
Yvonne’s (QUT) great-great grandfather George 
Phillips surveyed Burketown and Normanton, 
including the train line, built in 1885. It is 
Queensland and National Trust heritage listed. 
Our visit to Normanton, and especially the train 
ride were very exciting for her!
‘Coolabah trees, breadfruit trees and Guttapercha trees 
line the track.
Track laid by first ploughing, laying line and the weight of  
the train pushed down the track.
The Norman River has the largest number of  saltwater 
crocodiles of  any river in the Gulf.
sparse grasses
Sleepers laid at ground level so that they do not get washed 
away’ - Yvonne.
Normanton
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Karumba
6th Oct: visiting Inverleigh
We spent the day at Inverleigh and in Normanton: a day of  beauty, 
barbecues, heritage and heat. Doug treated us to a great tour of  Inverleigh, 
as Ray the station owner was busy with the muster.  Doug’s retired now 
and mainly tends his roses and reminisces on his long career repairing 
windmills on cattle stations. He says he won’t leave Inverleigh now, as he 
knows no other life or climate.  Doug showed us the dam, and some of  the 
remarkable WWII heritage sites at Inverleigh, including an airstrip still used 
to bring in supplies in the wet, an aeroplane 
shelter, a gunner pit, and officers’ mess. It 
was fascinating.  Back at the homestead, Ray 
and his wife and daughter gave us a great 
barbecue of  home-grown beef.
In the evening, another barbecue at Anne’s 
in Normanton with Matt and Mel, Jon, 
Kev and Troy, to watch the Grand 
Final, eat Anne’s spectacular desserts, 
and receive instruction in the fine art 
of  “coin in the crack” from Kev.
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5th Oct: Normanton Bush Races
A ticket to the races costs $5, or for $35 for“Gold Class” access to a shed with tables 
and chairs, a buffet lunch, and a glass of  wine. We were glad we had pre-booked Gold 
Class, as it was a fearsomely hot day and the main sheds were very crowded and the 
bleachers mostly full — not being used to the climate we all needed to stay cool.
There were 10 races, with five horses per race. They run for 200 metres, and the race 
begins when the horses are approximately in line. The horses are station horses with no 
race training, and the jockeys amateur. The local footy club run the betting: syndicates 
“buy” horses by auction, or individuals like us buy $2 or $5 bets out of  a lucky dip. The 
Stringers football team manned the front gate, Gold Class shed entrance and bar, and 
were really friendly and helpful to us slightly “lost” and overheated visitors.
We ran into Jack Smerdon looking dapper in a frockcoat and false moustache. The 
day before, a few of  our lads met him at the Council building, and of  a passing local 
woman he commented that she would be at the races the next day “all done up like a 
sore toe”. This became a mantra which we carried all the way back to Brisbane, along 
with “G’day brolga legs!” Indeed, the races are a chance for everyone to dress up to the 
nines. The women don their most spectacular heels, gorgeous dresses and great hats 
or fascinators.
Our students joined in the non-racing competitions:
Best dressed: a boy and a girl, young women, older women, 
young men, older men (Matt Fanning and Troy Gallagher 
— looking very sharp indeed). In the foot race men run 
100m and women run 80m barefoot along the horse track. 
Pat, Rhys and our local friend Simon went in the race but a 
local girl won, followed by a local boy, then Pat (onya Patty) 
... the guys’ city feet didn’t fare very well, and they needed 
Kim’s ministrations for a few days!
In the world champion sausage eating competition the first 
to eat 1m (or 1.5m some claimed) of  continuous sausage wins 
$100 and the second $50. We had four contenders: Jill, AJ, 
Rhys, Pat, and also new friend Simon. AJ came third. He went 
very quiet and got this thousand-yard stare on as he started to 
eat. He had a technique. We had no idea!
In the evening it was time for the rodeo, and we stayed for 
the first round of  the barrel races and the bucking broncos. 
Amazing power (the animals) and skill (the people). 
Fantastic day.
Normanton
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Birdlife Sightings...
Great-billed Heron (very rare sighting according to Glen Newton)
Blue Wren
Flycatcher
Pied Cormorant
Rainbow Bee-eater
Whimbrel
Tern, common greenshanks
Black winged stilt
Some type of  curlew
Sandpipers
Sea eagles
Egrets
Mangrove warbler, or Gerygone
Jabiru
Pelican
White crested whistler
Black kites
Brahmini kites
White-faced herons
Black tailed Godwit
(Claudia & Shannon)
7th Oct: fishing in the Gulf, or cruising the 
Norman River
Some of  the others went on a fishing charter into 
the Gulf  and came back with some King Salmon of  
which Bill was rightly proud, and which Wes and Glenn 
cleaned and cooked for our last night barbecue.
28th Sept: visiting Camp 119 & the Little 
Bynoe River
119 is purportedly the northernmost point 
reached by Burke, Wills, King and Curey in 1861. 
The Little Bynoe River had amazing geological 
formations — Les (geologist) was quite enraptured.
‘The trip was great — Allison and Glen 
Newton took us on a birdwatching trip along the 
Norman River and some creeks, just five of  us.
The Norman River is beautiful, with a great 
deal of  birdlife. We went to 6 Mile Creek, the 
mouth of  which is 6 miles from Camp119, and 
is — according to Glen — actually the last 
place Burke and Wills camped together. He said 
they are only famous for having died, whereas 
someone else made the same journey before them 
without all the fuss!’ - Shannon.
Normanton
Karumba
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“Founding ... comes at the moment when the prior three acts are synthesized 
into a new and transformed construction of  the site. … the act of  founding 
is always a reaction to something that was already there.
… Founding can also be understood as bringing something new to a place, 
something that may  change and redirect a particular site”
(Girot 1999 64).
In which we:
• Hold our final exhibitions of  penultimate design work in town;
• Have final dinners with new friends and project partners;
• Say goodbye and travel home — backwards to the coast and south;
• Polish work and present it to our urban colleagues; and
• Send polished work home to Karumba and Normanton.
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Founding
Alice Anonuevo   
Carla Priestley 
Michael Marriott  
Grant Harvey
Claudia Bergs
Rebecca Stephens 
Anna Coulson 
Lois Kerrigan
‘Most of  our guests had been to previous 
sessions or informally given us feedback, 
and ... felt satisfied that their feedback 
and comments had been incorporated 
into our work’ - Michael.
‘By the end of  the session, it looked more like a party 
than a formal community meeting and that really showed 
how comfortable each person was in the space. Circles 
of  casual conversation were very easy to jump between 
and everyone was involved somewhere. This kind of  
setting was conducive to the kind of  info gathering we 
have been aiming for this whole time because each person 
felt confident and comfortable enough to express their 
opinions and engage in conversation about a range of  
local and regional issues we were attempting to address.’ 
- Kyle.
10th Oct: final community exhibition, 
Karumba Civic Centre.
Make the 
Switch 
Realigning the 
Systems
Rebecca North 
Kyle Bush
Debra Sullivan 
Jenna Green
Diversification of 
Experience
Ashley Nicholson
Monica Kuiken
Dean Bowen 
Bill Schild
The River 
is the 
Main Street
 Linking
Karumba
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The perceived disconnection is addressed 
by ‘switching’ land use ‘fragments’ into a 
more cohesive form — a new foundation 
to establish a more regionally and locally 
connected Karumba centred on community, 
education, ecotourism and industry.
“Make the Switch”
By Alice Anonuevo, Carla Priestley, Michael Marriott & Grant Harvey
The project partners identified Karumba as somewhat divided between: locals 
and visitors; industrial development and environmental conservation; and diverse 
interests in the future of  the town. They recognised this may affect future town 
sustainability, and proposed port expansion could exacerbate this sense of  
disconnection between Township and Point. Make the Switch goes to the heart of  
these community concerns,  suggesting land use distribution is not fixed, and some 
can be “switched” to achieve sustainable land use relationships.
Karumba
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Karumba is a living system with a current degree of  disequilibrium which can be 
redressed through this strategy to guide regulation, rejuvenation and diversification 
of  the area. Analysis of  current systems dynamics informs Strategic Management 
Plans for systems ‘realignment’ in 3 areas: The Point, the Wetlands, and a proposed 
‘Croc Walk’.
Specific moves within the Strategic Management Plans include reordering, 
consolidation and clarification of  local land uses, including infrastructure to 
enable a river link between Karumba and Normanton, tapping into a local desire 
to improve regional wet season connectivity.
Our objective is to facilitate a functional, resilient, self  organising and sustainable 
system, enhancing existing environmental conditions while offering the community 
a range of  valuable services and resources. We recognise that system dynamics 
and their long term future cannot be controlled but rather ‘guided’ to enable self-
sufficiency and self-organisation.
“Realigning the Systems”
By Claudia Bergs, Rebecca Stephens, Anna Coulson & Lois Kerrigan
This is a strategy to reshape the future of  Karumba by the strengthening and 
realignment of  social, economic and ecological systems to create a dynamic, robust 
and interconnected environment.
Karumba
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‘...the greatest struggle for our group was how to control activity for the sake of  land preservation/integrity, resource 
scarcity etc, in a pretty casual knockabout place. Budget and population are the biggest constraints for large-scale 
infrastructure measures, so we really had to work hard to try and achieve a method of  control without seeming 
oppressive. I think we tackled these issues with as much sensitivity and appropriateness to place as we were able. We 
recognise that the power of  change and responsibility lies ultimately with the guy on the street’ - Claud.
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By Rebecca North, Kyle Bush, Debra Sullivan & Jenna Green
There are a wealth of  experiences, and a lifestyle like no other to be found in 
Karumba.  Seasonal extremes are an integral part of  life in the Gulf  and define the 
identity of  the region.  This ‘outback by the sea’ offers social, cultural and ecological 
diversity with its own Karumba flavour ...
“Diversification of Experience” This is a proposal for the efficient and effective use of  Karumba’s assets: by diversifying local and tourist opportunities. Increased local quality of  life will flow from an enhanced 
appreciation and protection, of  the sensitive Karumba environment.
We propose diversifying the relationship between local industry and tourism, putting 
back into Karumba what they take. Industry expands its offerings of  skills and 
knowledge, and the tourism sector improves upon the attractiveness, accessibility, and 
wider awareness of  Karumba’s assets. The plan includes the creation of  a wider range 
of  accommodation options, and consolidation of  some land uses, especially in the 
industrial zone, and the 
establishment of  the 
walkable link between 
the two parts of  town.
Karumba
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Objectives (1-3 of  6):
1. To maintain a sense of  balance between human interaction and natural systems; 
commercial and recreational activities; and tourism and local attitudes and 
relationships.
2. To provide a more unified town identity while protecting the intrinsic qualities of  
Karumba to ensure that the character of  the town is not lost.
3. To educate both locals and tourists on the ecological importance of  the area to 
build respect and change attitudes towards the land.
By Ashley Nicholson, Monica Kuiken, Dean Bowen & Bill Schild
This project recognises that Karumba is not the end of  the line but rather a place 
to step off  from to explore the Gulf. It shows Karumba in a new light and awakens 
dormant opportunities that lie within the town ...
“The River is the Main Street”
Karumba
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Objectives (4-6 of  6)
4. To improve access to places of  interest such as the foreshore, wetlands and river 
while ensuring that future development does not impact on the environment.
5. To support the enhancement of  local business opportunities and increase tourism 
input to the local economy.
6. To raise awareness of  Karumba’s cultural and heritage values.
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Get 
En-Gulfed 
Normanton 
2020
Rhys Belnap
AJ Humphries
Amos Shirreff
Haiku Van Keuk
Belle Dalton
Tom Jordan
Josh Nielsen
Carla Ramsland
30th Sept: final community exhibition, 
Normanton Community Hall   Mud Maps of
 Normanton
Normanton: 
Stay Another 
Day
‘The final exhibition was very 
rewarding and exciting. It was a 
pleasure to show the community 
our group work, noting little stories 
or additions [we had made] to our 
presentations from information we 
had gained over the past week. ... 
A lot of  the community seemed 
to get quite excited about our ideas, saying things like “that 
would be fantastic” and “I could see that happening!” ... It 
was lovely to say thank you to so many people who openly 
embraced all of  us, welcoming our curiosity and questions. ... 
I feel lucky and thrilled to have been part of  such a fantastic 
community project, having heard many stories, made many 
friends; this is one community that I will truly remember 
forever’ - Carla R.
Jillian Kenny
Tania Metcher
Stephen Orr
Evan Thompson
Resilience 
Through 
Diversity
Daniel Lapham
Yvonne Phillips
Patrick Poon 
Dan Young
The 
Sweet Spot on the 
Savannah Way 
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Rhys Belnap, AJ Humphries, Amos Shirreff  & Haiku Van Keuk
Mud Maps: Normanton is a place of  hidden treasures. The base map  we have 
drawn (detail right) represents Normanton past and present. It was developed 
through intensive, insightful community engagement. Harnessing this generous 
local knowledge, this mapping has revealed some intrinsic assets and attributes that 
create the unique identity of  Normanton — many hidden to visitors.
New Town Walk Brochure: this variation on the existing Town Walk brochure 
presents a new history of  Normanton incorporating Indigenous, Colonial and 
Chinese histories. The brochure could be used in conjunction with the more 
Eurocentric existing Town Walk brochure. Thanks to local elders for permission 
to use the cover image, to lots of  locals for helpful information, and to the Shire 
Council and Tourism Centre for supporting and promoting our brochure!
“Mud Maps of Normanton”
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Environmental
A diversity of  environmental elements: the ironstone ridge 
which dictated the settlement of  the town here above the flood 
plains and salt pans. The river is well defined in the dry 
but in the wet it can potentially isolate the town. The 
Mutton Hole Wetlands are home to diverse ecosystems.
Facilities/Infrastructural
This map highlights important civic assets and attributes of  the 
town. The river and railway were traditional forms of  transport 
infrastructure that are still used for basic needs today. The airport 
becomes fundamental to the town’s survival, delivering supplies during 
the Wet.
Social/Cultural
Local people identified a wealth of  
significant social and cultural features 
of  the town, including special, private 
places and communal facilities such as 
the Bynoe Arts Centre.
The town as we see it is comp
rised of three elements...
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‘If  something a bit more 
extreme is your cup of  tea, a 
few of  the locals have put their 
hands up and now offer a range 
of  exciting activities for tourists. Farmstays offer an insight 
into life on a station, or local guides can take you on 
guided tours through the bush for up to a week, 
teaching you survival skills along the way, 
a real outback experience.’
‘Normanton has everything you need, to stop and stay 
another day. Excellent facilities and services provide for 
your comfort and Normanton’s focus on community based 
tourism activities make for a special experience, where 
local beauty is unveiled by local knowledge.’
So stay another day.
Belle Dalton, Tom Jordan, Josh Nielsen & Carla Ramsland
‘You’ll stop here for a toilet break, maybe grab a coffee or something to eat, but why 
would you stay another day?
You’ll stay a day for the award winning caravan parks, the iconic Purple Pub and great 
laundry and grocery services.
But you’ll stay another day for the sheer variety of  things to do in, and around town. 
We’ve got local attractions like the old gaol, croc spotting on the Norman River, or you 
can take a train ride on the iconic Gulflander out to Leichhardt Lagoon where you can 
relax by the lilies or try your hand at Barra fishing.’
“Normanton: Stay Another Day”
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Daniel Lapham, Yvonne Phillips, Patrick Poon & Dan Young
With enhancement of  existing community capacity and tourist opportunities, 
Normanton can be the sweetest spot on the Savannah Way.
Normanton’s ingredients: cultural diversity, community services and facilities, 
community spirit, sport and recreation, river and wetlands, town history and 
identity, people, education and employment. It’s like a layer cake ...
“The Sweet Spot on the Savannah Way”
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Jillian Kenny, Tania Metcher, Stephen Orr & Evan Thompson
Strengthening the resilience of  Normanton through diversifying 
knowledge, innovation and experience ...
“Resilience Through Diversity”
Diversity through knowledge: 
Develop Normanton as a research hub, 
up-skill workers during wet seasons, 
establish a pool of  local knowledge, 
diversify the school curriculum, introduce 
yrs 11 & 12.
Diversity through innovation:
Develop Normanton as the virtual 
hub of  the Gulf, establish community 
gardens, implement a community wetland 
restoration program.
Diversity through experience: 
Create immersive tourism experiences, 
develop educational ties, promote the 
success of  community involvement 
programs.
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Karumba
Brisbane
Travelling Home...
We reversed the landing process by driving back across the Savannah Plains to the coast; 
the landscape gradually getting greener into the highland rainforest, down into Cairns 
and the shock of  a busy airport. Flying south toward the city, we toasted one other with 
champagne. Landing at home felt almost as bewildering as landing in Carpentaria!
 
Once we were back at uni,we needed to reflect on, review and revise the work, present 
it for peer review in an urban design setting, package it up and send it back to its home 
communities of  Karumba and Normanton.
‘Friday, 10th October 2008
Last morning in Karumba, leaving shortly.
This morning we are leaving. There are places and things I haven’t had time/means to 
visit that I would have liked to: but we have seen and experienced so much. I’m getting 
used to the sky being full of  raptors! The Black Kites really are the pigeons of  Karumba. 
The project has been a big success; and it has been an amazing trip, and while I don’t feel 
any urgency to leave, I will also enjoy the trip and getting home.
We have to come back if  they’ll have us.’ - Shannon.
107106
Founding
25th Oct: Get EnGulfed Normanton2020 Exhibition at QUT
$830,000 of  state government funding was secured to 
implement a walking track to link Karumba. Carpentaria 
Shire Council noted our QUT students proposed ‘rather 
than a planked boardwalk through wetland areas, the existing gravel 
tracks below the power lines and additional tracks were sufficient to 
form a suitable ... much cheaper track that will mostly be all-weather 
...The Karumba Progress Association support this stance and request that 
Council pursue this option’ (CSC 2008).  
29th May 2013: the Karumba Walking Track between the Point 
and the Township officially opened. The Chronicle records that it 
had taken ‘a lot of  hard work and effort by so many people. Rikki Gunn, 
Queensland University of  Technology students and staff, Carpentaria Shire 
Council, Anne Pleash …’ (26th June, 2013).We are proud to have 
played a small part in the realisation of  this dream to link Karumba.
What happened next...
Above: Dean and 
Carla P. accept the 
2008 Partnerships Award 
for the FNQ Region 
in the Keep Australia 
Beautiful Clean Beach 
Challenge Awards on 
behalf  of  CSC and the 
Karumba community 
at Parliament House, 
Brisbane. The CSC 
CEO wrote that the 
‘Award would not have 
been possible without the 
contribution and hard work 
of  all students and staff  
involved in the ‘Linking
Karumba’ project’ 
(Gibbons 2008).
Normanton
Karumba
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